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DONOR TESTIMONIAL- TOM CRAVEN, EDUCATION ADVISOR 

Tom Craven is principal at Braeburn School in Mombasa, a well-known international 

school. Tom met our founder, Nina Chung in 2004 while both were volunteering with VSO 

(Voluntary Services Overseas), an NGO based in the UK. Tom was born in England and has 

lived in the U.S. where he worked in marketing high tech products for an educational 

software firm. He gave up his marketing career to volunteer in Kenya for two years, after 

which he decided to change careers, getting into the field of teaching in London, UK. An 

opportunity arose to return to Kenya in his new teaching capacity and he snapped it up. He 

was first based in Nairobi as a teacher, then teacher-trainer, before moving to take over as 

head of the international school in Mombasa. 

Tom first stepped in as advisor for Eli mu in 2010, when Nina invited him to assist her in a 

meeting with the Upendo Self-Help Group. Nina was considering whether Eli mu should get 

involved in helping them to build a school. At that time, Upendo had been running a 

nursery school for five years in a rented dilapidated mud hut. The meeting was a positive 

one and Tom agreed with Nina that it was a worthwhile project. Tom also got involved with 

the fundraising, connecting with colleagues, friends and family around England and the 

U.S. to help in the construction of the school. 

He introduced Eli mu to Cindy Rodriguez in Los Angeles, who later became chairperson of the U.S. board of directors for Eli mu. He was 

able to follow the developments of the Upendo school project with several visits to the school during the building period. Since the school 

was completed (in 2013), Tom has continued to assist Eli mu in his advisory capacity. He provided feedback on the feasibility study for the 

new Eli mu Resource Centre. He helped one of our Stay in School project students to make it through high school and from time to time 

he visits with the children of Nyumbani Kwetu home, bringing along a game, teaching them card tricks or escorting them to the beach 

for the day. 

Why does he stay involved with Eli mu? In his own words: "With Elimu, you do see the impact. I live in Kenya and I'm quite close to the 

project, so I can visit and see it firsthand. Seeing the growth, the very organic growth and, just meeting the children, the success stories 

and seeing the impact it has on their lives- it seems to me that it's a very easy project to support in the sense that I know where the 

money is going. I trust the people who are working there. I like the people who are working there and I can see the results." 

Click to view interview....
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Elimu is the official trade name of Elimu DeveloJ)ment P.roj 

THE STORY OF UPENDO SCHOOL- IN BRIEF 

Upendo Nursery School Building Project was undertaken by Elimu in 2011. By 

2013, the project was completed with the construction of four classrooms, the 

school toilets and the fencing and installation of a gate. Along with the advice and 

fund raising support ofTom Craven, Elimu's education advisor on our international 

Advisory Board, we also need to appreciate the dedicated and energetic support 

of Global Child Care Services, a child care agency in Ottawa, Canada. Through their 

efforts over two years more than 65% of the project funds were raised. The school 

was built one classroom at a time as funds came in. The final steps were the 

fencing and installation of a secure gate and the painting of the school in its official 

purple and white. Since completion of the original building, the community has 

added an additional classroom and has grown the school up to Grade 4. In the 

process, they have changed from an early childhood education centre to a 

primary school. Click here to read more .. 
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http://elimu.ca/upendo-sch.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCRYFq3rSrY
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