
Our two special guests jointly cut the ribbon to officially open the new building. 

The High Commissioner and Governor toured the eHub space and Junior Study Hall, while 
the remaining guests made their way to the new conference hall. 
They mingled with our students, enjoying hands-on demonstraons of the digital 
educaon resources our students use to fill the gap of resources they miss at school.

special occasion. With final exams scheduled later that week, the students took full advantage of the opportunity to use our Kindles and 
computers for some extra study me.  

A truly grand occasion, beyond our dreams! On Monday, June 11th, the Elimu team welcomed 
over a hundred guests at the official opening of the new Elimu Resource Centre. Heading up the 
shining guest list were Her Excellency, the Canadian High Commissioner to Kenya, Sara Hradecky, 
and His Excellency, the Governor of Kilifi County, Amason Jeffah Kingi.
Another first for Malindi, thanks in great part to the Elimu team, who outdid themselves with all 
the preparaons and set-up. Our new conference hall was decked-out with a new set of 
curcurtains. Plasc chairs were covered with shiny fabric and decorave drapes and flowers were in 
place. The study halls and eHub were set up to demonstrate how students use our digital tools 
for their studies.
Students from our partner schools were granted a day-off school to join us at the Centre for the 
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Once assembled in the conference hall, Kamotho Ndung’u, Elimu Chief Execuve Officer provided the background of Elimu and a 
glimpse at our future vision. Founder and President, Nina Chung called on the sewing students to model their creave and vibrant new 
designs. An Elimu alumni, now studying nursing, shared how much Elimu has impacted her life, and, a teacher spoke to the posive 
impact of the resource centre on students’ lives.
 

NinaNina’s speech highlighted our vision of serving students through the full spectrum of life, from primary school to high school, and through 
the transion aer high school. She noted some of the challenges Elimu is currently facing and invited the Malindi and Kilifi County 
communies to join hands in realizing the great potenal in the years to come. The event was closed with a prayer by Muslim leader, 
Mr. Shee Abbdallah Shee.

He kindly agreed to be interviewed, as part of our Elimu Podcast for that month. Watch the interview on our YouTube channel at: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=9_ZRNpKZ3B4&t=386s

Elimu Resource Centre (ERC) has aracted the interest and aenon of 
the county government where we are based. Kilifi County’s Chair of the 
County Execuve Commission for Educaon (on par with Canada’s 
pprovincial, or the United States’ state, minister of educaon), Professor 
Gabriel Katana, newly-appointed in January 2018, presides over three 
key areas of educaon policy and development: ICT, vocaonal training 
and early childhood educaon. With Elimu’s focus on digital technology 
to enhance educaon, and our plans for entrepreneurship incubaon 
for high school graduates, the new resource centre fits well within his 
porolio. He visited the full-to-capacity Centre in April and met with the 
young people who young people who were there to study. 
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With all the hype and excitement of the move to the new Centre, we also had to make some hard decisions. The building brings with it a 
few new costs we didn’t have before including a watchman’s salary, higher internet fees and swimming pool maintenance. We focused 
on saving money in other areas, but we were not willing to drop any of our sponsored students from their studies. Nevertheless, it did 
mean that we could not sponsor any new sewing students in 2018. So we currently have five second year students who are connuing 
their sewing course and will graduate in December 2018. We need $1,300 to cover five sewing machines for them and another $300 to 
pupurchase a selecon of fabrics in Term 3. If you are able to help us, please visit our website to make a donaon at www.Elimu.ca.

http://elimu.ca/openingERC.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tapOU2Tzf0&t=593s


At Elimu’s Digital Fashion Show in November, 2017, we were proud to offer first 
prize in honor of Maria Ierullo, a shining example of sewing skill and 
entrepreneurship. Sponsored by her daughter, Angela, first prize was a new 
interlock sewing machine (also foot pedal powered). It was awarded to 
Mercyline Kalama for the best designs presented during the fashion show. The 
criteria were based on fabric choice, design creavity, innovaon and 
presentaon. The machine is a valuable asset for her new sewing business.
MoMost of the students of Elimu’s sewing project come from rural areas where 
there is no electricity. The foot pedal operated machines offer the versality 
and ruggedness required for that environment. The young women gain 
business skills, training in women’s and men’s clothing design and digital 
proficiency to use the internet for further learning and researching creave 
fashion ideas. 
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When Angela Ierullo in Oawa heard of Elimu’s sewing project and how we provide 
foot pedal sewing machines to help young women make a life for themselves, she 
was very touched. In a similar way, her own grandmother, Angela Parroa, who 
arriarrived in Canada in the mid-1920s with her young daughter, Maria, used her 
sewing skills to start a business and support her family. And, she used almost the 
same non-electric Singer sewing machine that we provide for our sponsored 
sewing graduates in Kenya. Angela’s grandmother passed her sewing skills on to her 
daughter, who later became Maria Ierullo and also became a young entrepreneur. 
Angela Parroa and her daughter opened a small store-front shop where they sold 
handmade specialty items to help provide for the family.
AnAngela was so inspired by Elimu’s work amongst vulnerable young women in 
Kenya, she offered to sponsor a student. 

She was thrilled when the candidate selected for her was called Mary, like her mother. She supported Mary Lewa through 2014 and 2015 
to graduaon and helped us provide her with a sewing machine to start her business aer graduaon. We recently connected with Mary 
Lewa on a monitoring and evaluaon visit. Her story is presented on page 4.

mailto:nina@elimu.ca


Mary is a happy and confident young business woman. She lives with her partner 
and they have one child. Her partner accepts her business acvity and the fact that 
she is an income generator for the family. Many other young women in rural Kenya 
are forced to stop working once they marry or begin living with a man, even when 
the man has no formal work and this means living in poverty! Mary graduated from 
Elimu’s Sewing Project in 2015. With income from her sewing business she has built 
a three-room tradional adobe mud house. They rent out two rooms and use the 
middlemiddle one for her workshop and their sleeping quarters. There is a separate 
outhouse that serves as the kitchen and store room. Thanks to her income from 
sewing, they own livestock and a plot of land to farm for their own food supplies. 
There are clothing items on the rack, that were awaing customers to collect them. 

She also has a good selecon of colorful fabrics to sell. Mary is grateful for the sewing machine and tailoring business she gained through 
support from Elimu and has made great use of them as an entrepreneur to provide for her lile family.
Inspired to help more young women like Mary? 
Please visit www.Elimu.ca to read their stories and to donate to their success.

4

Elimu is now live on YouTube with our monthly video podcasts. 
To follow us and subscribe click here:

www.youtube.com/Eimu Development Projects
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Since our launch in 2016, the number of students vising Elimu programs has quadrupled. 
This is due to the recent move to a larger facility as well as increased communicaon with 
more schools in the Malindi area announcing the new locaon. On April 9th, 150 eager 
learners arrived for their usual holiday studies. The next day, they returned with friends and 
more than 200 students were received. By the end of the week, we registered 300 students 
per day. By comparison, we recorded 7,700 student visits during the year in 2017, while this 
year in April alone, we registered more than 3,000 visits. We are truly excited about the 
futufuture potenal of the Centre and its programs for making brighter futures for the youth of 
Malindi.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIJ3nqtItiRdO--K9eufqIw
elimu.ca
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